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SLA ANNUAL CONVENTION 


The Army Medical Library staff took an active part in the 
Annual Convention of the Special Libraries Association, held in 
Washington June 7 to 11, 1948. 


Major General Raymond W. Bliss, Surgeon General of the 
Army, welcomed the group at the opening of their Federal Library 
Institute at the Army Medical Library on the morning of June 8. 
He expressed his appreciation for their service, so essential to those 
concerned with the advancement of science, and assured them that 
every effort will be made to improve the services rendered to them 
by the Library. He stated that the Medical Department of the 
Army is justifiably proud of the Army Medical Library, despite its 
present out-moded and inadequate quarters, and is not content to 
base this pride on its size and past performance but has an active 
program for increasing the efficiency of its operation and the effec- 
tiveness of its service. Included in this program are the appoint- 
ment of a permanent Director-Librarian adequately trained both in 
medicine and in library science and technique, to be assisted by a 
carefully balanced staff; a survey of the indexing function; and a 
vigorous effort to obtain funds for a new building. 


The Director, Colonel Joseph H. McNinch, introduced General 
Bliss, mentioning his ever-present interest in and support of the 
Library. 


Mr. Adams, the Acting Librarian, described the Library’s opera- 
tions and functions, as a preliminary to a tour of inspection by the 
guests, 


At the Biological Sciences and Hospital Groups luncheon at the 
Lafayette Hotel on June 10, Colonel McNinch introduced the 
speaker, Major General Paul R. Hawley, whose topic was Social 
Responsibility for Medical Care. 
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DIRECTOR AT LONDON CONFERENCE 


Colonel McNinch is now in England for the Royal Society’s 
Scientific Information Conference, being held in London from June 
21 to July 2. This meeting is being attended by a number of Amer- 


ican observers interested in the bibliographic control of scientific 
information. 


TRIP BY MAJOR ROGERS 


Major'Frank B. Rogers, M. C., Special Assistant to the Direc- 
tor, who is Acting Director during the absence of Colonel McNinch 
in England, visited the Air Documents Division of the Intelligence 
Department at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on June 22, where he 
saw the application the Air Force is making of machine processes in 
the compilation of bibliographies and indexes. On June 24, Major 
Rogers visited the John Crerar Library, in Chicago, and the Ameri- 


can Medical Association offices of the Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus. 


COLONEL GARDNER COMPLETES COURSE. 


Colonel Leon L. Gardner, Honorary Consultant to the Army 
Medical Library and formerly its Director, was graduated on June 
8, with the degree of M.P.H., from the School of Hygiene and Pub- 
lic Health of Johns Hopkins University. 


OFFICES FOR AML STAFF 


Mr. Scott Adams was elected President of the District of Co- 
lumbia Library Association at their Annual Meeting on May 20. 


Announcement was made at the American Library Association 
Convention, held in Atlantic City, N. J., June 13 to 19, that Miss 
M. Ruth MacDonald, immediate Past-President of the ALA Divi- 
sion of Cataloging and Classification, had been elected a member 
of the Legislative Boards of the American Library Association for a 
four-year term. 


Mrs. Eleanor M. Coffyn was reelected Secretary of the Bio- 
logical Sciences Group, Special Libraries Association, at the annual 
meeting in Washington June 11. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 








MLA MEETING 


The Army Medical Library was strongly represented at the 50th 
Anniversary Meeting of the Medical Library Association, in Phila- 
delphia, May 28 to 30, 1948. The Library’s decisions to suspend 
cooperative cataloging and to change the basis of its photoduplica- 
tion service were discussed by staff members. 


The following contributions to the program were made by 
Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library: 


The History of the Medical Library Association, 
Mr. James F. Ballard. 


The Medical Library Association and Medicine, 
Dr. Chauncey D. Leake. 


Report of the Subcommittee on Recruitment and 
Report of American Library Association Conference on 
Recruitment, 


Miss Mary Louise Marshall, Chairman of the Committee on 
a Training Program for Medical Librarianship. 


Council of National Library Associations Activities, 


Dr. Sanford V. Larkey. 


Address at Annual Dinner—Warwick Hotel, 
Dr. O. H. Perry Pepper 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF THE HISTORY OF 
MEDICINE 


Colonel McNinch and Major Rogers attended the 21st Annual 
Meeting of the American Association of the History of Medicine, 
held in Philadelphia, May 26 and 27, 1948. The following Honor- 
ary Consultants to the Army Medical Library were elected to office 
in the Association at this meeting: 


Dr. Henry R. Viets, President. 

Dr. Ralph H. Major, Vice-President. 

Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Secretary. 

Dr. Howard Dittrick, Member of the Executive Committee. 
Dr. Benjamin Spector, Member of the Nominating Committee. 
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CLEVELAND VISITOR 


Dr. Manuel Garcia Calderon, Director of the Library at the 
University of San Marcos, Lima, Peru, visited the History of Medi- 
cine Division on June 18. A professor of jurisprudence, he comes 
of a distinguished family of scholars and statesmen, including a for- 
mer president of Peru and the eminent Francisco Garcia Calderon, 
author of “Latin America, Its Rise and Progress.” 


MR. GROESBECK GOING TO JAPAN 


Mr. Joseph A. Groesbeck, Chief of the Library’s Acquisition 
Division, will leave on a two-months mission to Japan on July 6, 
He will attempt to acquire Japanese medical literature lacking in 
the Library’s collections and will reopen exchange relationships with 
Japanese institutions. 


AWARD UNDER SUGGESTION PROGRAM 


Miss Helen Turnbull, Head of the Binding Section of the Cata- 
log Division, has received a cash award of $50 under the Suggestion 
Program for her suggestion which resulted in the adoption of dis- 
tinctive identifying end papers for use in the Army Medical Library 
books bound or rebound at the Government Printing Office. 


JAPANESE MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Volume I, No. 1 of the Japanese Medical Journal, published in 
English with English abstracts of Japanese language articles appear- 
ing elsewhere, has been received. It is published by the National 
Institute of Health of Japan, Shiba Shirokane Daimachi, Minato-Ku, 
Tokyo. 


MERITORIOUS CIVILIAN AWARDS 


Two members of the Library staff, Miss Carrie Duncan and 
Mrs. Deborah M. Hannon, have been cited by the Department of 
the Army in recognition of their ability and faithful service to the 
Medical Department. The Director of the Library presented the 
awards to Miss Duncan and Mrs. Hannon on May 7, in the presence 
of their co-workers. 














